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~In Memoriam~ 

Soft and safe to thee, my brother... 

 

Donald J. Smith, 32° 
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William S. Jacobson, 32° 

William A. Eychaner, 33° 

Alan F. Haile, 32° 

David M. Muller, 32° 

William K. Wyatt, 32° 
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Sir David Menshew, 32°  
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Sir Ryan Hansen, 32° 
Bro. Jay Santiago, 32° 
Sir Alan Anderson, 32° 
Bro. Dillon Mitchell, 32° 
Bro. Mike McKnight, 32°  
 
Ill. Roger Moore, 33°  
 
Hon. Sir. Finley  “Steve” Hauber, 32° KCCH 
Sir. Bart Sargenti, 32°  
Bro. Ismail Egitimici, 32° 
Ill. Richard Garcia, 33° 
Bro. Angel Sandoval, 32° 
 
Bro. David W. Keeney, 32° 
Hon. Sir. Tosh Saruwatari, 32° KCCH 
Bro. James Eichbaum, 32° 
Sir. William Schoenleber, 32° 
 
 
 
 
Bro. James Eichbaum, 32° 

Directory 
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“United We Stand for the fUtUre of ScottiSh rite maSonry” 

    Personal Representative 

Happy Holidays Everyone!!!   

 

Our country is going through a large shift in perspective.  Some would say not for the better and others would say 

that it’s about time!   

 

Some of these changes have come with greater aggression, such as ICE carrying out raids on immigrants and    

refugees.  Other changes include moving from a world participant in global marketing and trading to a more      

isolationist stance and “America First” mentality.  Whether these changes are for the betterment of our country 

and society only the unredacted version of history will tell.   

 

As we interact with our lodge brothers passions will be stretched and tempers may become flared.  These          

disagreements can resort to name calling and even heated arguments.  Did we sign up for this?  Not really, we 

signed up to form a society of friends and brothers who work together to form a stronger bond and to become bet-

ter men.   

 

Keeping our passions within due bounds can be one of the most difficult things in life to accomplish.  Passionate 

people will state their opinion without thinking.  This can lead to a great many difficulties and result in hurt     

feelings and ultimately turning away from Masonry.  Some may even leave their brethren hanging and submit an 

abrupt resignation as a result of hurt feelings.   

 

These issues are bound to happen.  How we react is what keeps our lodges active and cohesive.  Instead of fanning 

the flames of disagreement, cool the situation and walk away.  Later, a quiet word with your brother and perhaps a 

quiet admonishment advising him of the error of his ways can bring forth a meeting of the minds and greater     

cohesion.  Remember the exchange of ideas is healthy, the exchange of blows and venom is not.    

 

To finish the year, I have been reflecting on 2025.  It has been a fantastic year.  The Scottish Rite culture has 

changed bringing more people into the Rite, and having those people be engaged.  That results, in a healthy    

Scottish Rite.  It was as few as five (5) years ago that the age differential of the Stockton Valley was vast.  We had 

approximately 17 people below the age of 60, and a membership that was not engaged or involved.  Attrition as a 

result of the dark eagle escorting our brothers to the Great Architect, or lack of involvement due to an inability to 

travel decreased our members involvement greatly.  I am pleased to say that we have increased our numbers and 

with that increase an increase in enthusiasm.   

 

Finally, I want to wish all of you Happy Holidays, and may you find love and joy with family and friends during 

this special season.   

 

Roger Moore 

Personal Representative 
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General Secretary’s Report 

RiteCare Language Center of  Stockton  
The time is quickly approaching our annual Shamrock Rock 
Festival. The date is set for Saturday March 21, 2026. So 
please set this date on your calendar. A save the date flyer is 
available. 
  
The Clinic  continues to provide what I believe to be best 
therapy to the children for individualized speech and       
language therapy. As of September, the number of clients 
who received Diagnostic evaluation therapy was 51 with  a 
total of 303 hours of therapy. The clinic completed 8       
Diagnostic evaluations, for a total of 14 hours.   
 
In order to  continue providing this kind of treatment, we 
continue to ask for your financial support to help purchase 
much needed supplies for literacy and educational            
programs.  
 
Again, I am asking you to please mark your calendars for 
March 21, 2026, as this is our biggest fundraising event.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Jim Eichbaum, 32° 
Board Chair 
  
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Stockton 
3301 N. Center St. 
Stockton, CA 95204 
(209) 481-9697 cell 
jimeichbaum@comcast.net 
casrf.org/stockton 

Greetings Stockton Valley!  

At the time of writing this, the Scottish Rite Orient of 
California is gearing up for our 176th Annual Communi-
cation of Masons in San Francisco, where our Deputy, 
Illustrious Art Salazar 33° will be passing the torch of 
Grand Master to Most Worshipful Garret Chan, who 
will be taking our fraternity in California to new heights. 
I want to congratulate all the newly elected and appoint-
ed officers of the Grand Lodge of California. Our Valley 
is especially proud to congratulate Wor. David Okamoto 
32° who has been appointed the Grand Orator for the 
2025-26 Year. Congratulations!  

The Stockton Valley office has been busy with prepara-
tions for the new year and taking time to reflect on our 
progress over the last couple of years. We have worked 
diligently to develop our officer corps to a well-oiled 
machine, who work well together and who are steering 
our Valley into the future. I want to point out that we are 
one of the only Valleys that open our stated meetings in 
all four bodies and conduct business in those different 
lodges. I am impressed by the work you have all put into 
making this your own and we are seeing the fruits of our 
labor. I am proud to be Stockton Valley Scottish Rite!   

We are having our Tri-Valley Reunion on November 7th 
and 8th 2025 in Sacramento, and currently we have 13 
candidates that are looking to receive the Scottish Rite  

                                                                                     
degrees. I want to thank you all who actively sought out 
Brothers who will be worthy of becoming a Master of 
the Royal Secret, and remember, if you are a top line 
signer for two of the incoming candidates and they go 
through the degrees, the Valley will waive your next 
year’s dues. If you are interested in attending the       
degrees, please reach out to me at 
stkngs@stocktonscottishrite.org and we can get you on 
the list. Please note that the cost for meals is $150. 
Which will cover your breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
Friday the 7th and breakfast and lunch on Saturday the 
8th.  

Finally, I want to touch on dues for the Valley. Current-
ly, we have 94 members who are paid through 2026 
with 88 who owe for 2026, and 18 members are one or 
more years behind. We have 55 members who are dues 
exempt for various reasons, and 21 active life members: 
bringing our membership total to 274 active members 
and 13 candidates. Please contact me if you need any 
assistance in getting your dues paid. We have multiple 
options to keep you in good standing. 

Keep Your Steel Sharp! 

F. Steven Hauber 32°KCCH  
General Secretary  
Stockton Valley   

mailto:jimeichbaum@comcast.net
http://www.casrf.org/stockton
mailto:stkngs@stocktonscottishrite.org
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Rose Croix 

Greetings fellow Scottish Rite Masons,  

As we are now in our antepenultimate month of our 
calendar year, I feel the need to review a few things 
about our Ros Croix Chapter. We are a key body 
within the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. We encom-
pass the 15th to 18th degrees. These, sometimes called 
the “Philosophical Degrees” or “Chapter Degrees” 
focus heavily on spiritual and philosophical themes, 
particularly those connected to faith, immortality, and 
morality. 

To summarize each degree (expanded on at the annual 
Reunion).  

The 15th Knight of the East, of the Sword, or of the 
Eagle, focuses on the return of the Jews from Babylo-
nian exile and the rebuilding of the Temple. Its 
themes: are loyalty, perseverance, and faithfulness to 
duty. 

The 16th Pince of Jerusalem continues the story of the 
rebuilding of the Temple and explores justice and 
leadership. Its themes are integrity, justice, and the 
balance between mercy and law. 

 

The 17th Knight of the East and West is a transition 
from Old Testament allegory to more esoteric New 
Testament Christian symbolism. This degree empha-
sizes truth, duty, and the evolution of spiritual under-
standing. 

Finally, the 17th degree Knight Rose Croix (or Knight 
of the Pelican and Eagle, Sovereign Prince Rose 
Croix). It is considered by some writers to be one of 
the most symbolically rich and spiritually important 
degrees in the Scottish Rite. It explores the life, teach-
ings, death, and resurrection of a Christ-like figure 
(though not always specifically Christian in modern 
interpretations). Its themes are faith, hope, charity, 
love, redemption, and the immortality of the soul. 
Rose Croix is often considered a spiritual climax of 
the Scottish Rite's moral teachings. 

Fraternally Yours,  

Dr. Dave Menshew 

Wise Master Chapter Rose Croix 

 

My Brothers,  

Recently you received an email with a detailed explanation of a new program we now have here at the Stockton 

Scottish Rite, the Knight of the Double Eagle Award (KDEA). Its purpose is to recognize members of the Valley 

of Stockton that are active and contributing to our Rite.  All members of the Valley of Stockton are eligible to 

become a KDEA by becoming involved in events and activities conducted and sponsored by the Valley.  Points 

for the Award are accumulated on a calendar year basis (January 1st thru December 31st).  Any points received 

after the December 31st cut-off date will be applied to the following year. 

 

But wait, there’s more! Since this is our inaugural year, it was suggested that we begin the counting of activities 

from the start of the 2024 Reunion week (November 4th, 2024), and end at Dec. 31st, 2025! 

 

To collect your hours, take a look at your calendars, record the names of the events you participated in, record the 

date for each, and the hours you supported your Rite with (it is OK to include travel time). Once you have done 

this, send it to me, Dr. Dave Menshew, KDEA Chair, rennaman@sbcglobal.net (209-222-1265) starting in 2026, 

the chairs and/or officers will keep these lists for the meetings/activities they lead and send them to me for input 

into the Excel spreadsheet(s).  

 

The documents sent to you outline and detail this program in much more detail so please take time to review it 

and contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Doc Dave, KDEA Chair 

Stockton Valley Scottish Rite 

Double Eagle Award  
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Orient Honors 2025 
Congratulations!!! 

 

 Ill. Roger Moore, 33° 

F. Steven Hauber, 32° KCCH 

Rodney Owen, 32° KCCH 
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News From the VMAP 
The holiday season is upon us and I would like to wish 

all a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah, and a Happy New Year!  

 

Dues notices for 2026 have gone out, and I am happy to 

report that many of you have already paid their annual 

dues for 2026. Dues payments can be made through the 

Supreme Council website (scottishrite.org), U.S. Postal 

Service or in person at the at the Stockton Scottish Rite 

office. If you already paid, our General Secretary 

thanks you! If you have a financial hardship or are una-

ble to pay your dues, please reach out to the General 

Secretary at stkngs@stocktonscottishrite.org or at (209) 

482-2493. He may be able to help.  

 

The Illustrious David Anderson, 33°, Memorial Tri-

Valley Reunion Class is scheduled for November 7-8, 

2025, at the Sacramento Scottish Rite. The following 

eleven degrees will be portrayed 

(4,6,7,14,15,16,18,21,25,30,32) and communicate the 

rest. Now is the time to ask that brother if he wants to 

be a Scottish Rite Mason and Master of the Royal Se-

cret. Just click on the Application QR code at the end of 

my article. If you haven’t seen the degrees in a while, 

now is the time to come back and watch! It is quite the 

show! 

 

Along with the Reunion we also have the Valley of 

Sacramento Scottish Rite 2025 Table Lodge on Friday 

evening November 7th to coincide with the 2025 Reun-

ion Class. There will be a 7-course meal and souvenir 

cannon all for a low price of $75 per person. This is 

open to all Masons from Entered Apprentice on up. So,  

if you have a new Mason in your Lodge, this is a good   

chance to let him be a part of the fellowship and good 

times and may be an incentive for others to join the 

Scottish Rite. Please get your reservations to the office 

as soon as possible by calling the Sacramento Scottish 

Rite Office at (916) 452-5881. Seats are limited to the 

first 120 and will fill up quickly. 

 

I will be stepping down as the VMAP Chairman for the 

Stockton Scottish Rite Valley at the end of 2025. I have 

served as Chairman of this committee since 2022. I be-

lieve it is a good time and in the good interest of the 

committee and the Stockton Scottish Rite to turn the 

reigns over to another brother with new ideas and to 

involve other Brothers in the operation of our Valley. 

During my tenure, we have grown the committee from 

just me for the first couple of years to a committee of 

six. I would like to thank our Personal Representative 

Illustrious Roger Moore, 33°, General Secretary Honor-

able Steve Hauber, 32°, KCCH, and the VMAP com-

mittee for their hard work, dedication and support dur-

ing my tenure as the VMAP Chairman. Brother Bart 

Sargenti, 32°, has been named as my replacement. He 

has been on the committee for approximately two years 

and will be a fantastic VMAP chairman. If you would 

like to be a part of the VMAP Committee, please con-

tact the General Secretary, myself, or Brother Bart for 

details. 

 

Have a great holiday season!  

 

Fraternally, 

 

Bill Wells, 32° KCCH 

VMAP Chairman 

 
 

Application QR Code 
 

Brethren, 
Please consider offering your Blue Lodge Brethren the QR 
Code at the below as a convenient means to apply to and 

join our Stockton Scottish Rite Valley. 

mailto:stkngs@stocktonscottishrite.org
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 Platinum Vips 

 Donation of $250+ 

 

 

Gold Vips 

 Donation of $100-$249 
Tosh and Kaz Saruwatari 

Show your support for the Scottish Rite News by joining our list of VERY Important Publications Supporters with your annual  donation of 
just $10 each name.  (Larger amounts are gratefully  accepted)     

See your name in every issue! 

 Please make checks out to: Stockton Scottish Rite and note the word “VIP” in the memo. 

Mail to: 336 E. Market St. Stockton, CA 95202 Please add the   following name(s): 

Name_____________________ Date________  Name____________________   Amount________ 

Silver Vips 

Donation of $10-$99 

Tommy L. Wells 
 

 
We Appreciate our “VIPS” ! 

(Very Important Publication Supporters) 

 

 

Have you heard about Morning 
Star’s Teddy Bear program?  We 

are collecting money to           
purchase teddy bears with our 
logo on it’s tee shirt, to give to  

children that have been through 
some kind of disaster or crisis. 

If you would like to  donate   
contact  Worshipful Master,               

Roger Moore @ 209.601.1448 
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Dear Brethren, 

  

It’s time once again to sharpen our wits and lift our spir-

its with Masonic enlightenment. As part of our Master 

Craftsman journey, we continue to build upon the solid 

foundation we’ve laid together. I’m proud to share that 

we have successfully completed our studies on the 13° 

and 14° degrees, and in our upcoming meeting, we will 

focus on the next step in the journey—the 16°. This will 

be a cast degree performed by our own lodge members, 

offering us a wonderful opportunity to see the 16° in ac-

tion, learn through participation, and strengthen the 

bonds we share as Scottish Rite Masons. 

 

Our library remains open and ready to serve your thirst 

for knowledge. While we are fortunate to have a strong 

collection, we still lack a wider variety of Masonic titles, 

and I invite all brethren to help us expand our shelves. If 

you are able, please consider donating Masonic books—

every contribution helps illuminate our shared path, and 

as a token of gratitude, book donations also earn you 

points toward the Double Eagle Rewards program. 

 

I’m also pleased to introduce a new Master Craftsman  

 

 

Mini Course, The Signers (Part 1). How many Masons  

signed the Declaration of Independence? Who were 

they, and what roles did they play in separating from 

Great Britain? And how do we know they were Masons? 

In this fascinating course, you’ll meet the Masonic sign-

ers of the document that established our independence 

from England, learn about their contributions in their 

respective states, and examine the historical evidence of 

their ties to Freemasonry. 

 

If you are interested in being part of the Library or the 

Master Craftsman Committee, please contact me or our 

Valley Secretary. Let’s walk this path together, ever in 

pursuit of knowledge, uplifting brotherhood, and spread-

ing light across our Valley. 

  

Fraternally, 

Bro. Ismail Egitimci 32 

Master Craftsman Program 

Almoner 

Master  Craftsman 

Greetings Brethren, 

Hope everyone is healthy and happy with the cooler weather we are having lately.  It’s such a busy time of year. It 

seems like the holidays come faster and faster every year. Anyone feel the same way? 

Nothing has changed at the Almoners. We seem to have the same problem each month. The only thing that chang-

es is the different items we are in need of. It’s all good when we get the stuff we need.  

Martina found a place in Sacramento that auctions off Amazon returns. They have great prices compared to new 

cost. We can try to win some items and make one trip per month. Hopefully they will have equipment we are in 

need of.  

We also could call Worshipful Brother Church and possibly get in contact with the person responsible for       

equipment  no longer needed. Worshipful Brother Church lives at out Masonic Homes in Union City.  

 

In your Service, 

Richard Garcia 

Almoner 
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 MORNING STAR LODGE NO.19 
2025 CORPS OF OFFICERS 

Roger A. Moore, PM 
Guadalupe “Angel” Sandoval 
Office Vacant 
William C. Schoenleber 
James R. Eichbaum, PM 
John L. Baker, PM 
Richard Garcia, PM 
Joseph Osborn-Schoenleber 
Juancho “Jay” Santiago 
Isaac DeJesus 
Jorge Noguera 
Toshiaki D. Saruwatari 
Robert P.W. Bussman, PM 
Gregory A. Louis, PM 
 
Richard Garcia, PM 
John L. Baker, PM  
Jairo J. Gomez, PM 
Scotty Christian, PM 

STOCKTON  MASONIC  TEMPLE 
340 E. MARKET ST  •  209-464-4841 

WORSHIPFUL MASTER  
SENIOR WARDEN  
JUNIOR WARDEN  
TREASURER  
SECRETARY  
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
CHAPLAIN  
SENIOR DEACON  
JUNIOR DEACON  
MARSHAL  
SENIOR STEWARD  
JUNIOR STEWARD  
TILER 
ORATOR 
 
HEAD CANDIDATES COACH 
OFFICERS COACH 
  
INSP. 428TH DISTRICT 

209-601-1448 
209-808-2314 
 
209-598-0648 
209-481-9697 
209-465-3711  
209-603-1049 
209-329-8384 
510-417-1801 
209-395-9144 
415-877-8194 
209-298-5421 
209-478-4059 
209-477-5982 
 
209-603-1049 
209-465-3711 
209-915-2910 
916-838-0704 

 
The Trestleboard 

Publication of Morning Star Lodge 
#19 F.& A.M. 

 
Issued Bi-Monthly to inform its 

members of the plans and programs 
available for their  

participation. Information 
Submitted by Concordant Masonic 

Bodies is subject to edit and/or 
space limitations.  

Information submitted for 
Publication must be in the Editors 
hands no later than the15thof the 

month preceding issue. 
 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 956  
Stockton, CA. 95201-0956 

Physical Address: 340 E. Market St., 
Stockton, CA. 95202 

E-mail Address: jlbaker@pacbell.net 
Editor- John L. Baker, PM  

209-465-3711 

 

From the Desk  

of the Secretary 
Can you believe it, we are coming into the month of No-
vember. What only 1 more month left in this year. what 
then Christmas.  

Talk about being a busy Lodge we are it. At our October 
meeting we voted on two new applicants. Mr. Arcangel 
Cabiguen, Jr, and Mr. Ezekiel Ibarra. Congratulations to 
both our new applicants as they will be receiving their First 
Degree of Masonry thus starting their journey to becoming 
a Master Mason.  

We have Past Masters night coming up on October 30th, 
with Brother Earlbhert Fabella. Make sure you mark your 
calendar and come on out and support Brother Fabella as he 
is being raised to the sublime Degree of Master Mason.   

As we continue to move on, there will be another Master 
Mason Degree scheduled for November 13th, as Brother 
Richard Hemphill will be raised to the Sublime Degree of 
Master Mason.  

Then on December 11th, there will be a double First Degree 
for Mr. Archangel Cabiguen, Jr. and Mr. Ezekiel Ibarra. In 
which they will begin their journey into Masonry.  

Finally, on January 10, 2026, we will be looking for your 
continued support for Brother Jeffrey Castillo as he contin-
ues his journey in the Fellowcraft Degree.  

As you can see Morning Star has a lot going on and we 
need your continued support. 

Fraternally,  

Jim Eichbaum 

Secretary 
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From the East 
 
 

Roger Moore 

Happy Holidays Everyone!  

 

This issue of the Central Valley Masonic News will be the last issue of 2025.  With it will come a heart-felt thank 

you from our lodge Masters, Wardens and other Officers and Contributors.  I am no exception.   

 

As this year ends, l want to thank my wife “Lynn” who always stood by me, even though she was and is going 

through a difficult time.  She is a strong person, and she only makes me stronger.  Even when I know she is right, 

and I don’t want to admit it.  I also would like to thank John Baker who has been my mentor since I became        

involved in Masonry.  I value his friendship above most things.  I am thankful to all of you “the members of   

Morning Star”. Who stood by the Officers and extended a helping hand.  As our culture changes to involve more 

members in our day-to-day operations there will be some growing pains.  There will be some missed opportunities, 

but we will learn from those and get them next time.   

 

We need to recognize that a change is not necessarily a bad thing, unless you are happy having one person do    

everything involved in the lodge.  However, if we work as a team with many parts moving the machine that makes 

up the lodge, we will find ourselves moving forward and not standing still to be swallowed by the murkiness of 

lack of attendance and lack of involvement.   

 

My goal is to avoid the pitfall that has consumed many lodges and most notably two in recent months by involving 

the membership more in the running of the everyday affairs of the Lodge.  The idea is to give our members a seat at 

that table of day-to-day thinking and activities.  By utilizing this shoebox method of spreading out responsibility we 

have more members involved and will hopefully generate enthusiasm and cohesiveness I started this idea in 2025, 

and I am carrying it over to 2026.   

 

We will start 2026 by expanding our committees to include brothers that are not in the Officers Line.  Being a part 

of these committees works the inner machine of the lodge.  There are four committees that the Masonic Code man-

dates that we have in the lodge.  An Audit Committee, a Retention Committee, a Charitable Committee and an Ex-

ecutive Committee.  Two of these (Charitable and the Executive Committees) are set by the Masonic Code to con-

sist of officers.  The other two (Audit and Retention) can be populated by the membership.  I am looking to involve 

others in these committees.  I am looking to form other committees, as well, such as Education and Philanthro-

py.  Both will have a more important purpose in our lodge in the coming year.  There will be others that involve our 

special events such as the picnic that have a shorter active time.  We can use your help in all areas.  I will be talking 

about these in a separate article.   

 

To conclude, I want to say how excited I am going into the next year, and the more opportunities it brings.  

 

Remember, Be kind to one another.   

 

Roger Moore 

Worshipful Master 
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From the West    Angel Sandoval 
With the holiday season approach-
ing, I wanted to share a story that I 
love for its meaning and its mira-
cles of what the season brings. Is 
it me or does the holiday season 
bring on a little more kindness to 
the world? Stay blessed and re-
member to always be good hu-
mans.  
 
                by Paul O'Neilll 
 
On a snow blessed Christmas Eve a 
young man found himself alone in the 
back of an old city bar in the run down 
section of town. Using his solitary 
drink as something of a moat between 
himself and the rest of the world, he 
was surprised when an elderly gentle-
man asked to join him at his table. Re-
luctantly, he nodded his permission but 
within minutes he found himself en-
grossed in a story that the old man re-
lated to him; a story about another 
Christmas Eve when the Lord looked 
down from above at all his children. It 
had been nearly two thousand years 
since the birth of His son and turning 
to His youngest Angel the Lord said, 
“Go down to the Earth and bring back 
to me the one thing that best represents 
everything good that has been done in 
the name of this day.” 
The Angel bowed to the Lord and 
spreading his wings, descended from 
heaven to the world of man, all the 
while contemplating his mission. So 
much had been done in the name of 
honoring the birth of the Christ Child. 
For this day wars had temporarily 
ceased, cathedrals had been built and 
great novels had been written. With so 
little time, what could he possibly find 
to represent all this? 
As he soared above the Earth, he sud-
denly heard the sound of church bells 
below. Their tone was so beautiful that 
it reminded him of the voice of God. 
Looking down, he saw a small church 
whose bells were ringing out the carol, 
Silent Night. As the final note died 
away, it was replaced by one lone 
voice singing inside the church. It was 
shortly joined by a second voice that 
embraced the first in perfect harmony, 
and then another and another until a 
choir of voices rose through the night. 
Enchanted by the magic of what he 
was hearing, the Angel found himself 

listening until the song was finished. 
As he resumed his flight through the 
night, he was delighted to hear these 
sounds everywhere, from the largest 
cities to the smallest villages. He heard 
melodies from massive orchestras and 
in the voices of single soldiers alone at 
their posts. And any place where he 
heard these songs, he found hope in 
the hearts of men. Grasping a song out 
of the air, he held it in his hand (angels 
are able to do this) and thought that 
maybe, these songs could be the one 
thing that best represented Christmas. 
They seemed to give voice to man's 
greatest joys as well as hope to those 
deepest in despair. 
But, though at first glance it appeared 
to be the answer he sought, his heart 
told him that this music was not 
enough. There had to be something 
more. So he continued his flight 
through the night until he suddenly felt 
the touch of a father's prayer on its 
way to heaven. Once again looking 
downward, he saw a man who was 
praying for his child; a child whom he 
had not heard from in a long time and 
who would not be home that Christ-
mas. Seizing upon the prayer, the An-
gel followed it until it reached the lost 
child. 
She was standing on a corner, in a qui-
et snowfall, looking very small in a 
very large city. Across from her was 
an old city bar, the kind that only the 
lost seemed to know how to find. 
The patrons of this establishment rare-
ly looked up from their drinks and so 
seemed not to notice the young girl. 
Now, the bartender in this bar had 
been working in there longer than any-
one could remember. He believed in 
nothing except his bar and his cash 
register. He had never married, never 
took a vacation and as a matter of fact, 
had never been seen out from behind 
his counter by most of his patrons. He 
was there when they arrived and he 
was still there when they left. He gave 
no credit and for seventy-five cents, 
served shots of un-watered whiskey to 
people who used their drinks like a 
moat around their lives. For them, he 
provided a safe, unchanging world. 
Suddenly, the door opened wide and 
into this world walked a small child. 
The bartender could not remember the 
last time that a child had been in this 

place, but before he could ask the child 
what he was doing there, the child 
asked him if he knew that there was a 
girl outside their door who could not 
get home. Glancing out the window, 
he saw the girl standing across the 
street. Turning back to the child, the 
bartender asked him how he knew this. 
The child replied: "On this night of all 
nights, if one could be home, they'd be 
already there.” The bartender looked 
back toward the young girl as he re-
flected on what the child had said. Af-
ter several seconds of thought, he 
slowly went over to the cash register 
and removing most of the money, 
came out from behind the bar and fol-
lowed the child across the street. 
Everyone in the bar watched as he 
spoke with the girl. After a few mo-
ments, he called over a cab, put the girl 
inside and told the driver, "J.F.K. Air-
port." As the cab pulled away, he 
looked around for the child, but the 
child was gone. And what was stranger 
still, even though his own tracks lead-
ing from the bar were still clearly 
marked in the snow, the child's were 
nowhere to be found. Returning back 
inside, he asked if anyone had seen 
where the child had gone, but like him-
self, no one had, for they also had been 
watching the departing cab. And then, 
some would later say that the most mi-
raculous thing of all happened, when 
for the rest of the night, no one paid 
for a drink. Later that night the Angel 
returned back to heaven and placed in 
the Lord's hand, the wish of a soul for 
the happiness of another. And as the 
heavenly host looked on, the Lord 
smiled. 
At the end of his story the old man 
then told the youth that he had enjoyed 
their time together but that it was time 
for him to leave. After the old man had 
left, the youth found himself rushing 
out the door only seconds behind the 
elderly gentleman's exit so that he 
might ask his name, but not only was 
there no one in sight but there wasn't 
even a single track in the snow. The 
young man stood there for a moment 
perplexed but then he suddenly felt a 
sense of gentle peace and contentment 
flow through his body. Buttoning his 
coat the youth slowly walked home 
where for the first time since his child-
hood he dreamed a Christmas dream. 
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Hello All,  
 
I hope everyone had a Happy Halloween and did what Randy Gonzales does.  Buy a bunch of his favorite candy    
under the guise of giving it out for Halloween.  Problem is he turns out his lights and saves all the candy for himself.   
 
I wanted to first congratulate Randy on a successful three terms as President of the Shrine Club.  His wife Tiffany has 
been a real sport, and we hope that Randy continues to be involved in the club but relaxes a little.  Congratulations go 
out to our newly elected officers:  Bob Monroe-President; Roger Moore-First Vice President; Hal Church-Second 
Vice President, Jim Eichbaum-Secretary/Treasurer and Buck Watters-Chaplain. . 
 
Ben Ali is hosting it’s tribute to our Veterans on Tuesday, November 11, 2025 at the Ben Ali Shrine Activity        
Center.  Please remember to RSVP for dinner by calling Julie at (916) 920-4107.  Elections for Ben Ali will be    
Tuesday, December 9, 2025.  Elections are a tiled meeting so be sure to have your dues paid and current.   
 
San Joaquin Shrine Club will have it’s November Stated Meeting on Wednesday, November 19, 2025.  Board     
Meeting is at 5:30 pm, Dinner and Meeting at 6:00pm unless there is a loud mouth on the Board.  Lol  San Joaquin 
Shrine’s Stated meeting for December is cancelled in light of the Christmas Party which is on Saturday, December 13, 
2025 at 2:00 pm.  Contact Jim Eichbaum to RSVP for either event.   
 
Crab Feed tickets are now on sale, and now is the time to approach your favorite San Joaquin Shrine member to     
purchase your tickets.  They are $70.00.   
 
Roger Moore 
Director General   
 

Shrine News 

 

There are several areas that a Mason can be involved in 
the lodge.  Joining the Officer Line, perhaps obtaining 
an appointment to a position, getting involved in a com-
mittee, or simply just helping out.  All of these are bene-
ficial to any organization, but for the article I am refer-
ring to Morning Star, No 19.   
 
We have witnessed the passing or near passing of two 
lodges in the past year, and the common denominator 
among both are lack of involvement in the lodge.  It 
starts with one or a few people dominating the activities 
of the lodge leaving no room for other members to be 
involved.  These “cliques” become difficult to penetrate 
and soon alienate the other members of the lodge.   
 
That is not Morning Star.  In Morning Star, we have a 
wide range of things a person can get involved in.  The 
Officer’s Line is one, but that comprises 13 positions 
and is limited.  Appointments by the Master is another, 
and once again they are relatively few.   
 
A person can be involved in a degree team.  Not every-
one is a ritualist.  Trust me, I know.  However, you do 
not have to be an officer to be one.  Get involved in a 
degree!  If there is a degree that you are fond of, jump in 
and see if you can obtain a part.  There is also the charge  

 
to a degree which is a very important part that a lot of 
members overlook.  More involvement would be wel-
come and having regular “cast members” will lead to a 
degree team that will be the envy of our fraternity.   
 
Committee Membership.  As pointed out in my Article 
from the Master, Committees are something that every-
one can be involved in and quite honestly are the back-
bone of the lodge.  Most committees form the responsi-
bility of making our events happen.  They can be long 
term such as membership in the Retention and Audit 
Committees which are mandated by Masonic Code, or 
membership in the Education. Philanthropy, Candidate 
Coach, Membership or Prospect Management Commit-
tees. They all need help and are essential to the lodge.   
 
A shorter-term involvement would be the Picnic Com-
mittee and the up and coming 175th Anniversary Com-
mittee.  There may be committee opportunities that have 
not been thought of yet.  Talk to me and let me know 
what interests you.  There is very well an opportunity to 
have everyone involved in the lodge.   
 
Roger Moore, PM 
Master 
 

LET’S GET INVOLVED!!! 
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September 

 

Guadalupe “Angel” Sandoval 11.2.74 

Jairo Gomez Jr., 11.2.72 

Robert J. Thompson 11.5.59 

Jorge A. Paiva 11.6.91 

Jacques A. Varney 11.6.81 

Galen B. Valenciano 11.9.85 

Wilford D. Roe 11.10.26 

Charles W. Karnopp 11.10.35 

Robert J. Wampler 11.10.45 

Robert M. DelCampo 11.11.64 

George M. Winchell, III 11.12.58 

Nunzio Napoli 11.12.63 

Thomas A. Nipper 11.12.66 

Chris R. Foell 11.12.88 

Billy M. Denham 11.14.50 

Eugene C. Noland 11.15.40 

 Ronald J. Plusch Jr. 11.15.55 

Alberto J. Sicsic 11.15.63 

Eddy L. Echols Jr. 11.16.74 

Kenneth E. Belt 11.20.67 

Gary D. Haigh 11.20.57 

Dennis M. Meritt 11.20.59 

Freddie A. Ray 11.21.34 

Jacobus Van Holland 11.21.35 

John J. Jessup 11.23.78 

Don M. Pullen 11.24.38 

Sean D. Blasy 11.24.70 

Michael Merriweather 11.26.60 

Dick Davis 11.26.38 

Frank C. LaMont 11.27.59 

Harry E. Hall Jr. 11.29.28 

 

October 

 

 

Jeffrey M. Natividad 12.1.63 

Chad D. Dammarell 12.1.86 

Christopher “Kit” Gamble 12.2.60 

Bryan J. Culp 12.3.63 

Harold G. Knapp 12.5.49 

John G. Thompson 12.5.64 

Robert H. Weaver, II 12.6.45 

Brian G. Kenney 12.6.55 

Randall E. Ribarsky 12.8.40 

Dennis R. Jackson 12.12.56 

Filmore B. Figueroa 12.12.65 

Duane L. Steward 12.13.43 

Mike J. LaFromboise 12.14.79 

Trenten W. Phillips 12.14.93 

Rogelio V. Bustos 12.15.50 

Ferdinand R. Dalope 12.15.66 

Jake R. Steele 12.15.92 

Richard K. Breshears 12.17.46 

Jeffrey Castillo 12.19.84 

Steven R. Parker 12.19.70 

Tom L. Klingenfuss 12.21.91 

Richard Garcia 12.23.51 

Leland G. Routt 12.24.46 

Noel A. Lazo 12.24.62 

Richard L. Turner 12.25.35 

John V. Marquis 12.26.41 

Douglas M. Martin 12.27.39 

Richard T. Orr 12.28.29 

David E. Menshew 12.28.53 

Gary M. Martin 12.29.46 

Benjamin F. Franklin 12.29.47 

Andrew J. Pulizzi 12.29.48 

V. Kent Armstrong, Jr. 12.30.47 
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 MORNING STAR LODGE #19 / STOCKTON SCOTTISH RITE 

 November 2025  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

Temple Open 
House 

2  
 

3  
 

MS 
#19 Officers  
Meeting 7pm 

4  
Temple Board 

         @  7 pm 
Scottish Rite  
Degree Practice    

5  
 

6 

  MS #19  Stated 
 Dinner @ 6:00 
 Meeting @ 7:00 
 
 

7  

  Stonecutters  
  Club 

  SR Tri-Valley 

  In Sacramento 

8  

 Queen of the  
 West 
  SR Tri-Valley 

  In Sacramento 

9  
 

10  
 

11 Veterans Day 

   
12  

  Scottish Rite  
 V-map  
Meeting @ 6pm 
 

13  

 MS #19   3° 

 Richard Hemphill 
  @ 7 pm 

14  

  Stonecutters      
  Club 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  

 Scottish Rite 
Stated    
 Dinner @ 6 pm 
 Meeting @ 7 pm 
 

19  

  SJ Shrine Club 
 

 Amaranth 

20  

 MS #19    SOI  
 In Woodbridge 

21  

  Stonecutters         
  Club 

22  

  Keystone #14   
      Stated 

23  
 

24  
   

25  

   
 

   
 

26  
 

27  

Thanksgiving Day 

   
      MS #19  Dark 
 

28  

  Stonecutters  
  Club 

29  
 

30  
 

 

 December 2025  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

MS #19  Officers  
  Meeting   7 pm 

2  

Temple Board 

    @  7 pm 

3  
 

4  

 MS #19  Stated 
 Dinner @ 6:00 
 Meeting @ 7:00 
 

5  

 Stonecutters    
 Club 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
   

9  

   
10  

Scottish Rite  
 V-map Meet-
ing   @ 6 pm 

11  

 MS #19    2° 

  Jeff Castillo   
    @ 7 pm 

12  

 Stonecutters    
 Club 

13  

 Queen of the West 

14  
 

15  
 

16  

 Scottish Rite  
 Christmas   
 Party 

17  

 SJ Shrine Club 
 

 Amaranth 

18  

 MS #19    SOI  
   In Woodbridge 

19  

 Stonecutters  
 Club 

20  
 

21  

Start of Winter  
Winter Solstice) 
 

22  

   
 

23  

  Scottish Rite 
Dark 

24  

Christmas 
Eve 
 

25 
 Christmas 
 

MS #19  Dark 

26  

 Stonecutters  
 Club 
 

27  

  Keystone #14   
      Stated 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  

New Year’s Eve 
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Non-Profit Orgn. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Stockton, Calif. 

Permit No. 38 

Stockton Scottish Rite 

P.O. Box 4236 

Stockton, CA 95204-0236 

Return Service Requested 

 

Request to the family of the  
member whose name appears 

 below: Please notify the above  
address if our member is in the 

 hospital or nursing home or is deceased. 

If you would like to see this in color, please check your email. If you would like to 

stop  getting the paper copy, please contact: 

Scottish Rite News • Martina at 209.466.3391 or martina@stocktonscottishrite.org 

Morning Star Trestleboard • John Baker at 209.482.5360 or Jlbaker@pacbell.net 

 
Scottish Rite Menu 

~November~ 
 
 

~December~ 
 

Morning Star  No. 19  Menu 
~November~ 

 
 
  

~December~ 
TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

A reservation made is a reservation paid (no shows will be billed). PLEASE CALL JOHN OR KAREN BAKER @ 465-3711  
FOR YOUR RESERVATIONS BY Tuesday Before the Stated Meeting. A donation of  $15 + $5 for significant other would 

 be appreciated. 

Ham, green bean casserole, mashed potatoes/gravy,  
broccoli salad and pie for dessert 


